SHUFFLE

visitor had to kiss.    Ten beautiful women danced during
the feast.

To meet Shah Abbas, Sir Anthony dressed himself in
a gown and a coat of gold cloth, his sword sash valued at
a thousand pounds and set with pearls and diamonds. He
wore a costly turban upon his head. His boots were
studded with pearls and rubies. Even the interpreter
was attired in cloth of silver. Four retainers were dressed
in silk damask, four more in crimson velvet, four in blue
damask, with "taffety" undercoats, four in yellow damask,
a page in cloth of gold, and four footmen in carnation
"taffety." This gorgeous cavalcade was led by the
secretary, apparelled as a marshal, and carrying a white
staff of office. Advancing to meet them came twelve
hundred horsemen, each bearing a man's head on his
lance, and wearing a necklace of human ears. Then
came trumpeters and drummers, six standard bearers,
and twelve pages. Alone in his glory rode Abbas, short,
stocky, and swarthy, at the head of twelve thousand men.
The Shirleys dismounted and embraced the royal foot.
Then the Shah galloped away unattended, when Sir
Anthony took his place at the head of the Persian
troops, as a symbol that all the king's possessions be-
longed to his guests. In an hour His Majesty returned,
accompanied by sixteen mounted Amazons, and embraced
the Englishmen. They entered the town together over a
road of satin and "taffety." To entertain his guests Abbas
ordered a skirmish by the troops. Thinking the affray
not hearty enough, he rushed among them himself, and
laid about him with his sword, killing some, and cutting
the arms off others, slicing one unfortunate in two.

The brothers found such favour with the Shah that he
asked them to go as ambassadors of Persia to various
European courts, to persuade Christian princes to co-
operate against Turkey. Sir Anthony, equipped out of
the privy purse, set forth with a Persian who later adopted
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